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Aegean Sea and the Eastern Mediterranean”

Researcher:
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ABSTRACT:

This study seeks to analyze the dimensions of the Turkish-Greek conflict over hydrocarbon resources in the Aegean
Sea and the Eastern Mediterranean, and its repercussions on sovereignty, the economy, and collective security in the absence
of a bilateral border demarcation agreement between Turkey and Greece. The Turkish-Greek conflict over these resources is
one of the most prominent geopolitical conflicts in the region, rooted in historical, geographical, and legal complexities
related to issues of maritime sovereignty and border demarcation.

The conflict in the Aegean Sea centers on sovereignty over islands and the delimitation of maritime zones, including
the territorial Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). Greece relies on the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
which grants islands full maritime rights. Turkey, however, refuses to accede to the convention and opposes granting small
islands (especially those close to its coast) extensive EEZs. It fears this would lead to a naval blockade and restrict its
movement in the Aegean Sea. In the Eastern Mediterranean, tensions escalated significantly after the discovery of large
natural gas reserves. Tensions further intensified after Turkey signed a maritime border demarcation agreement with the
Libyan Government of National Accord in 2019, which Greece considered illegal and inconsistent with its maritime rights.
Greece quickly agreed with Egypt to sign an agreement to demarcate the Exclusive Economic Zone in 2020.

The study relied on a descriptive and analytical approach to highlight the main causes of the Turkish-Greek conflict
over gas in the Aegean Sea and the Eastern Mediterranean, and the resulting legal, economic, and security implications. It
also relied on a historical approach, which helped identify the historical roots of the conflict, examine its current and future
repercussions, and impact on international relations between the two parties.

The study concluded that the Turkish-Greek conflict over hydrocarbon resources in the Aegean Sea and the Eastern
Mediterranean was a cause of increased tension between the two parties, transforming the conflict into a Turkish-European
geopolitical conflict. It also hindered international cooperation to exploit these resources and led to the intervention of
regional and international parties.

Keywords: Turkey, Greece, Maritime border demarcation, Eastern Mediterranean gas.
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